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Summer fun to be had at Lairnhillock School  

Eco garden begins to take shape after Union Square grant 
 
A variety of summer fun is to be had at Lairnhillock Primary School in Netherley as the school 
calls on volunteers to help with planting, pebble painting and bug hunting, for their newly 
created eco garden. 
 
The garden has been made possible after a donation from Hammerson. The school was one 
of 13 beneficiaries to receive part of the £20,000 Union Square community bursary earlier this 
year.The School has also received money from Scottish Natural Heritage.  
 
Those interested in attending are being asked to go along to the school garden between 
9:30am and 11:30am each Monday, where a range of exciting activities have been planned, 
from planting vegetables and flowers, to creating garden decorations and building habitats to 
attract wildlife. 
 
Nicole Oakley, one of the garden co-indicators at Lairnhillock School said:  “We were 
delighted to receive part of the community bursary. It has allowed us to introduce the children 
to a whole range of gardening skills and nature themes. It has also been a fun way for us to 
engage the wider community, meaning everyone can be involved. 
 
“So, if you would like to do something different this summer holiday, please come along and 
help out. You don’t need gardening experience to help out, just enthusiasm!” 
 
Penny Godfrey, marketing manager, Union Square added: “It is so rewarding for us to see the 
community bursary fund come to life with the thirteen very different projects. Lairnhillock 
Primary School has certainly been busy. Since they started developing the garden, they have 
constructed a greenhouse, built vegetable beds and all of the school children have sown a 
sunflower seed!  
 
We are delighted to hear that the children have become more interested in gardening and we 
understand that this has included everything from growing vegetables and eating them!”  
 
Anyone interested in helping the school develop the garden should contact Nicola Oakey on 
01224 735 385 for more information. 
 

ENDS 
 
For more information contact Hannah Murray or Kirsty Grant at Trimedia 
Tel: 0131 226 2363 
Email: firstname.secondname@trimediauk.com   
 
Notes to Editors: 
More about the school garden  
The School has also received support from: 

• James S Youngson Ltd, with drainage in the garden 



• The local forestry commission who have donated wood and built the raised beds and 
logs (to build bug habitats) 

• Lembas Organic Farm at Bridge of Mucalls who have donated vegetable plug plants 
•  CSV Action Earth & Morrissons who have donated refreshments 
• John Ross Joiner has helped build the bird house and donated time to build the 

greenhouse.  
• The local council have helped build the base for the greenhouse and are going to put 

in the hard landscaping (some paths and a circle). 
 
Union Square 
Union Square is a £250 million mixed use, regeneration scheme creating a new retail 
and leisure quarter for Aberdeen. Developed by Hammerson, the scheme includes 
56 retail units, comprising a range of national and international brands, up to 12 
restaurants and cafés, a 203 bed hotel and 10 screen multiplex, set to be Aberdeen’s 
largest cinema. The scheme will also provide visitors with a new civic square.  Union 
Square will be Aberdeen's most accessible retail and leisure offer with 1,700 car 
parking spaces, easily reached from all major routes and integrated with the city's 
bus and rail stations - providing a gateway to the region and encouraging sustainable 
travel to the city. 
www.unionsquareaberdeen.com  
 
Hammerson plc 
 Hammerson plc is a FTSE-100 Real Estate Investment Trust which operates 
principally in the retail sector in the UK and France. Its £6.5 billion portfolio, which 
provides 1.4 million m² of retail space and 255,000 m² of offices, includes 15 major 
shopping centres and 19 retail parks.  
 
Hammerson has a track record of successfully delivering major city centre 
regeneration projects. Award-winning developments include Bishops Square in 
London and Bullring in Birmingham. In September 2008 the Company opened three 
major retail-led developments: Highcross, Leicester; Cabot Circus, Bristol and an 
extension to Parinor, an existing centre in Paris.  This autumn, Hammerson will open 
its latest retail-led regeneration scheme, Union Square in Aberdeen.  
 
The Company is currently working with several councils across the UK to deliver 
retail-led mixed-use projects in cities including Leeds, Southampton and Sheffield.  
 
For more information, visit www.hammerson.com. 


